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@ Current situation

BW waterways are managed using Waterway Standards introduced in the mid
1990s. These are often known as the ‘Sim Standards’ after Stewart Sim BW'’s
current Technical Director who introduced them.

The standards cover:

Navigation

Channel

Environs

Towpath
A sample chart and description of each category is included with this paper
Waterways plan their budgets by basing them on these standards.

@ Other developments

BW has been considering developing and updating these standards for some
time. We carried out a review and involved many user groups in 2002/03.
This work did not move forward to ultimate adoption by BW, largely because
the Sim standards continued to provide an adequate working model and
because the restructuring changed priorities.

More recently, BW has been researching customer needs and priorities as
part of a wider Customer Insight Programme.

The Customer Insight Programme is reviewing through research with
customers the types of service which are most important to customers and
which make the most difference to their experience of the waterways. For
instance, visitors to ‘honeypot’ sites think that the information about what
there is to do on arrival makes a crucial difference to the enjoyment of their
visit. This research will help us to target our spend on what really makes a
difference for our customers.

As our thinking on this develops, we will return to the work we did in 2002-03
on standards, review it, and link it to the Customer Insight Programme.

This work needs to be complete by autumn 2006 and we will involve user
groups meaningfully in our thinking before then.
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SUMMARY OF WATERWAY STANDARDS
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Rivar, Canalised Rivar or Canal
A busy major waterway seniced throughout the year with significant freight and leisure traffic, eg Aire & Calder Navigation

River, Canalised River or Canal
A major waterway predominantly vsed by leisure traffic but with some freight, seasonally available, eg River Severn, River Trenl.

Rivaer, Canalised Rivar or Canal
A busy waterway capabke of sustaining S00+ boats per week, &g Parts of Grand Union Canal Main Line, River Soar, South
Dihord Canal, Liangellen Canal

Canal Standard
A walerway capable of sustaining 2004 boats per week, eg whole of Worcester & Birmingham Canal, Trent & Mersey Canal.

Canal Undeveloped
A walerway subject to occasional boal use, eq parls of Birmingham Canal Mewgalions, remainder seclion of Leeds &
Lwerpool Canal, navigable section of Montgomery Canal

Un-navigable Canal
A waterway not capable of navigation by narrow boat, eg un-navigable sections of Montgomery Canal, southemn section
of Menmcuthshire & Bracon.

Dry track of & former canal
eg Shrewsbury Canal, parts of 51 Helens Canal,
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DESCRIPTION

Consistently exceeds the minimum laid down standard for the waterway in respect of channel depth by 15%. An absence
of weed and cbstructions 1o navigation. Appropriate air draft maintained 1o enable two way navigation where practical,

Generally meets the laid down standard for waterway in respact of channal depth, and lavals of weed and extranaous obstructions
do not significantly smpair navigation, Air draft will not significantly smpair navigation,

Length falls below designated slandard andsfor sulbject to weed or extranecus obstructions that may impair navigation
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DESCRIPTION

High prafile area attracting many visitors
eq Litte Wenice, Gas Sireet, Docklands, Sheffield Basin, Grand Union Canal (Stoke Bruema),

Well used lengths
eg Grand Union Canal (Cassicbury Park), Trant & Mersay Canal {S{one), Gloucester & Sharpnass Canal Leeds & Lverpool Canal

Lightly used lengths
eg Maontgomery Canal south of Welshpool, Peak Forest Canal, Grantham Canal near Grantham

Rarely visited lengths
ag Manchestar Bolton & Bury Canal, 51 Hetens Canal, Stourbridge Canal Fens Branch

Heavily used towpath, typically in densely populated area or at "honey pot” location.
Frequently used towpath, typically in whan/rural fringe.

Laghlly used towpath, typically in rural locations.

Mo towpath or towpath badly eroded or ned eanlinuous,

Towpath mot Bw's |¢::|'||:|n:si|:|i||l',-.

Subfix used where towpath specifically suitable for wheslchair users.

Suffix to denoie Ic'A.'pa1h 5F||:|_'..-'|II:|-' designated for cycling bodh bor foemal and informal use






